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Kensington is working to be the most prepared and resilient community in the Bay Area. Although this
is not an official goal of the Kensington Fire Protection District, it is achievable through the
accomplishments and initiatives brought to the community. The District has several initiatives that
address concerns that benefit the community's safety and increase understanding of the need for home
and community emergency preparedness. Over 96% of respondents to a recent poll have registered for
Contra Costa County Community Warning System. The County's Office of Emergency Services has
stated the Kensington Community has, per capita, the highest registration rate in the County for
emergency alerts. Although the District established this high benchmark, we must work to maintain this
performance and improve other areas of preparedness across the community. The role of the Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator presents benefits to the effectiveness of the Kensington Fire Protection
District's objectives to serve the community.

Customer Service

The Emergency Preparedness Coordinator responds to public inquiries through the website, social
media, or passed through the El Cerrito Fire Department Admin Staff. This dedicated customer service
resource is now exclusive to Kensington residents. The Kensington Fire Protection District is now an
approachable and accessible agency that responds to inquiries about programs, upcoming events, or
other safety-related issues. The response time is a timely and near real-time manner.

Public Information

Communication is the primary pillar of preparedness. Kensington residents heavily rely on the
established channels of printed communication which are not effective for emergencies. Developing new
forms of communication while maintaining a presence in the Kensington Outlook and The Fire Plug is
necessary and critical to the community's resiliency. It is now clear that Kensington Residents prefer to
stay informed through email, text, and Nextdoor for immediately actionable, timely information.

Skilled Resource for Fire Chief and Officers

The Kensington Evacuation Drill was executed under the leadership of Chief Pigoni in coordination
with Kensington Police through the capable coordination of the Emergency Preparedness Coordinator.
With years of fire service, project management, and marketing experience - a drill was planned and
executed successfully with robust marketing and public awareness campaigns in less than 30 days.

A Bridge Between Law Enforcement and Fire

Kensington has a unique culture with the public safety agencies housed in the same building. The Public
Safety Building renovation has stirred a variety of concerns and sentiments related to the separation of
the agencies. Public relations has been a tandem effort with the emergency preparedness initiatives. The
conscientious effort of the Emergency Preparedness Coordinator ensures the Kensington Police and
Kensington Firefighters are working together in a coordinated manner in the public eye.

It is an honor to serve the community while the District continues to deliver an invaluable service to
Kensington residents. Please accept this expressed interest in continuing the work for the community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Johnny Valenzuela
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator / Kensington Fire Protection District



PROJECT APPROACH

The first year of the Emergency Preparedness Coordinator contract focused on creating a foundation to communicate
and educate the community on emergency preparedness initiatives and build relationships with neighboring agencies
and community groups. Upon this foundation, the Kensington Fire Protection District has effectively launched
several robust public safety campaigns and events such as; National Night Out, September's National Preparedness
Month, Kensington Evacuation Drill, Red Flag Warnings, and various other publications and public engagements.
Local restrictions on public gatherings were an obstacle for most of the year. However, the District maintained a
steady cadence of public interactions to keep the Fire District accessible and present in the residents' daily lives.

Proceeding into a second year, the Emergency Preparedness Coordinator shall continue programming initiatives and
campaigns built with the CORE concepts as presented to the Kensington Fire District Board in the December 2021
Monthly Board Meeting. These CORE elements incorporate the following into the District's program:

Culture: Align initiatives with Kensington's values to create a culture of preparedness.

Opportunities: Provide meaningful engagements and opportunities for community members to connect and build
relationships leading to collaborative preparedness activity.

Registration: Promote registration for alerts, notifications, and direct communication between the Fire District and
the community to maintain and improve preparedness objectives.

Education: Leverage public engagements, communication channels, and training opportunities to educate the public
and provide skills that improve preparedness and resiliency during emergencies.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended to develop a culture of preparedness to ensure the District’s achievements are not lost, and
progress is made with other initiatives.

Wildfire Preparedness Workbook

Continue revising the Wildfire Preparedness Workbook to include changes and new information. The second edition
now contains findings discovered from the Kensington Evacuation Drill, specifically mentioning CWS calls being
flagged as spam by service providers. A second publication will be developed focusing on community resources.
This publication will detail the fire district's programs and tools to help community members connect and organize
their blocks.

Neighborhood Emergency Preparedness Block Parties

Inspired by the success of Kensington's National Night Out, these block parties are intended to bring neighbors
together to discuss and plan how to make their community more resilient. It is an opportunity for the fire district to
capture relevant data, distribute preparedness information, and have meaningful interaction with the community to
understand better how to serve the community.



Volunteer Recruitment

As the Kensington Fire Protection District’s initiatives become more complex and demanding, volunteers are
needed to support the objectives. There will be a time for these volunteers to continue the work done by current
community members. It may be necessary to establish a volunteer organization or fire department auxiliary as
the need for fire department dedicated volunteers increases. This model is very successful and beneficial in
special districts in rural areas. Collaborating with other K-Groups is another effective method of sourcing
volunteers for events and initiatives.

Firewise Recognition

The concern of funding vegetation abatement projects has been a concern in Kensington. Specifically for Cerrito
Canyon and the eastern ridge bordering East Bay Parks. Firewise recognition has been a proposed solution to
pursue grants and lower individual homeowners’ insurance expenses. All of the activities programmed by the
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator supplement the application for Firewise recognition. The application can
be filed in November of this year.

Evacuation Drills

The first Kensington Evacuation Drill created a template that can be used and adapted for evacuation scenarios
throughout the District. Nine agencies were involved in supporting the Kensington Evacuation Drill, which can
be increased by coordinating a safety fair at the final check-in location. Neighboring agencies participating in the
Tri-City Safety Fair can incorporate an evacuation drill leading to the safety fair. Participants can attend an
exciting community event after an evacuation drill instead of showing up at a parking lot, giving their address,
and going home.

New Resident Welcome Packets

Assemble a packet that includes district materials. Invite other K-Groups to participate in providing their leaflets
and brochures to be presented to new Kensington residents as a welcome gift. This packet is an opportunity to
connect directly with new community members without waiting for them to discover us.

FEE SCHEDULE

Compensation rates have increased per the most recent US Bureau of Labor Statistics CPI calculation of 5.2%.
The total contract value of $105,200.00 shall be paid monthly, with each billing not to exceed $8,766.66. The
contract begins on July 1st, 2022, immediately after the current contract's expiration. All other contract terms
established in the current agreement may remain.
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| EDUCATION & COMMUNIGATION

DELIVERABLE
Firewise Support the community’s ambition for Firewise Recognition
Provide Firewise application material for residents pursing recognition.
Collaborate with Fire Dept to provide assessment data to complete the application.
Assist communities to organize and connect them with Fire Safe Council resources.
Hazardous Plants Support Fire Department Personnel with grant campaign
Develop a campaign to launch the program and build an efficient and secure application tool.
Provide a list of hardy fire-resistant plant species to the community.
Public Information Continue posting relevant information to the community
Continue staying aware of weather conditions and communicate alerts to the community. Pass on information from
surrounding agencies that are relevant to the community.
Neighborhood Block Party Attend Block Parties
Provide current district objectives and design methods to capture data and track preparedness performance/
progress.
Publications Fire Plug
At least two publications in the contract term mailed to district residents.
The Kensington Outlook
Provide content to The Kensington Outlook at least on a quarterly basis. Provide articles that announce campaigns
and provide the follow up in the following month.
Wildfire Preparedness Workbook
Continue refining the content as changes are made in the community. Use content in stand alone campaigns and
action items in other publications and articles.
Community Preparedness Playbook
Develop a new publication as a resource for community and block organization.
Supplemental Information Share supplemental information as needed, develop ad hoc campaigns as needed.
Website Resources Continue adding resources to the web library.
Community Warning Notification Continue working with CWS to register residents for alerts/notifications.
Registration
Public Events Continue participating in community events such as: National Night Out, National Preparedness Month, Shred &
Meds, Farmers’ Market, Toys For Tots, Kensington Hilltop Carnival, Wildfire Community Preparedness Day, etc.
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DELIVERABLE
KPD/KPFD Objectives

Maintain Agency Relationships

Public Information Continuity

Relevant Regional Meetings

CATEGORY

Emergency Preparedness Committee

Communication

SUBTASKS

Attend regularly scheduled EPC meetings,
exchange input, act on initiatives with consensus.

Continue communication templates for imminent
evacuations, voluntary evacuations, red flag
warnings, and other advisories.

Continue building relationships with neighboring agencies.

County of Alameda
County of Contra Costa
El Cerrito- Kensington Fire
Berkeley Fire
Albany Fire
Richmond Fire
Berkeley Fire
Alameda County Fire
Orinda-Moraga Fire
San Pablo Fire
Hercules Rodeo Fire
Cal Fire
Sheriff Alamda
Sheriff Contra Costa
CHP
Contra Costa County Fire
Oakland Fire
San Francisco Fire
CalOES
US Geological Survey
National Parks Service
US Coast Guard Pacific Area
BART
CalTRANS
East Bay Regional Parks
PG&E
East Bay MUD
National Weather System

Bay Area Air Quality Management
District

KTVU News
KRON4 News
ABC7 News
NBC Bay Area

Align approaches for consistent
public messaging.

Attend relevant local meetings

Maintain the social media platforms for Kensington
Fire Protection District which connect to all local
agencies and major organizations that impact the
district residents.

Through established connections by following the
above agencies, and building relationships with
counterparts in other agencies. Sharing information
via social media directly from their accounts, or
mirroring the content to echo from the district
channels will maintain continuity in messaging.

Provide feedback to KFPD and associated
committees of updates and key developments from
other agencies. Take the opportunity to meet other
counterparts at relevant meetings. Report any
findings relevant to the community in publications.
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SCOPE OF SERVICES

DELIVERABLE/INITIATIVE

Community Collaboration Meetings

CERT Logistics

CERT /Volunteer Recruitment

Content Development

Emergency Drill Development

Community Information/Engagement

Mobility-Impaired Resident Initiatives

PRODUCT TASKS
Neighborhood Emergency Preparedness Block Parties

Continue promoting the NEP Block Party Establish Neighborhood Emergency Preparedness Block Parties across Kensington
campaign to capture interested
organizers.

Create a resource hub on KFPD website | Document the success and practices of block organization in Kensington, post what
tools and methods are being used across the community to inspire others.

Register and Recruit Register community members for communication platforms and CWS. Build a roster of
possible volunteer recruits.

Liaise with CERT area coordinators and block leaders to assist organizing their neighborhoods to be prepared for wildfire
evacuation and earthquake recovery.

Continue promoting the CERT program Ensure all CERT areas have a lead or can be incorporated to a neighboring active CERT
and identify interested parties to grow area.
and maintain CERT participation.

Storage of emergency supplies and
inventory list. Have a rotation process
and donation drives where stored
inventory goes to out of district incidents
on mutual aid response and donations
refill the back stock.

Work with Committee to establish emergency supply needs.

Map with designated safety zones for | Work with Committee to establish safety zones and designate all roads out of
evacuees Kensington as Evacuation Zones with proper signage.

Encourage enrollment in CERT training and help organize emergency watch programs

Public Awareness Campaign Establish a public awareness campaign that promotes a culture of caring for those in
need. Recruit volunteers to look after neighbors that require extra time and attention for

evacuation.
Develop and provide materials for neighborhood preparedness.

Recruitment Content Incorporate volunteer recruitment with all public engagements and relevant

publications.

Print & Publication Materials for fire Maintain and improve the Wildfire Preparedness Workbook and develop a Community
preparedness and earthquake recovery. Preparedness Playbook to focus on community resources and block organization.

Assist with development of emergency response drills.

Work with the Fire Chief to coordinate an Using the Kensington Evacuation Drill template from 2022- develop a new simulation
evacuation drill. involving additional zones.

Work with K-groups. Schools, churches, child care programs, and other organizations to mobilize residents and spread
information through established channels.

Block Party Format for Organizations Continue developing relationships among K-Groups and other organizations. Treat
organizations that gather in a central location as a block - develop block meeting
resources for these organizations to increase preparedness.

Increased awareness and community Continue attending community events and engagements such as the Kensington
interface Farmers’ Market, the Kensington Improvement Club Town Hall and the Kensington
Hilltop Carnival.

Work with Kensington Residents and KPD to assist mobility-impaired residents.

Create a campaign that brings awareness Use the data from recent surveys that show 11 percent of individuals will need extra
to neighbors in need. time and assistance in evacuations.Build a culture of being neighborly and caring for
those in need.

Enlist community members that will Establish a method of registering volunteers that will assist mobility-impaired residents.
assist community members that require Share information and resources that will help care for the mobility-impaired.
extra time for evacuation.

Create a campaign to provide resources
for those that require extra time in
evacuations.

Provide resources in print and on the KFPD website that cater to mobility-impaired
residents.

List of local organizations to coordinate
efforts for emergency preparedness and Engage local organizations / institutions that interface with mobility-impaired residents.
evacuation.
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EVENT MARKETING / EVENT PLANNING
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Fabric Artist Mounts Show

at Library

By Lin Due

The pandemic put a halt to many activi-

ties, including art installations on the
south wall of the Kensington Library.

we reawaken, fabric artist Ann Mayse

becomes the first to exhibit in the spa
over two years.

taught me how to sew clothes for him,” she
said. “I was living in Fresno at the time. I
took a class at a local quilt shop, quilted for
awhile, but then went back to working full-
time.” She took quilting back up after she
retired.

Mayse, who grew up in Berkeley, attend-
ing Berkeley High and graduating from
Cal, says that she began as a traditional
quiltmaker. “But when we came back to the
Bay Area a few years ago, [ moved more
into improvisational quiltmaking, and then
into mixed media textile art.” The smaller
framed pieces in the library are Mayse’s
latest works, combining cloth, paper, and a
Japanese paper technique.

She describes herself as a lifelong learner.
“I pick up a book, go to a lecture, my
thinking is always evolving,” she says. She
notes that the pandemic created unexpected
opportunities: “A lot of artists put their
classes online. Now there’s an amazing
smorgasbord of classes online. I was lucky
enough last year to take two consecutive
classes from Rosalie Dace, a well known
South African quilter.”

Even before she moved back to the Bay
Area, settling in Kensington four years
As ago, she was in touch with the East Bay
Heritage Quilting group. “One of the nice
things about being a fiber artist is that the
community is vibrant and interesting, and

ce in

Mayse says that she got into fabric after

her son was born. “My mother-in-law

See Library Art, page 8

Evacuation Drill
Scheduled for Part
of Kensington

By Johnny Valenzuela, Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator

On Saturday, April 9, the Kensington
Fire Protection District and the Kensington
Police Department will conduct an evacu-
ation drill for a portion of Kensington.
Kensington’s public safety agencies will
coordinate a test with the Contra Costa
County Community Warning System with
a drilled response to a simulated wildfire
originating in Tilden Park with a westward
projection towards Kensington.

This evacuation drill aims to educate the
public in raising awareness for wildfire
dangers, test the county’s Communication
Warning System, evaluate traffic flow on
critical streets, and provide an opportunity
for residents to assess their readiness and
resiliency.

The Kensington Fire Protection District
has identified high-priority areas within
Kensington and will work with those areas
to coordinate evacuation exercises. These
high-priority areas face a higher threat due
to several variables such as limited access
and proximity to wildland areas. For this
evacuation drill, community members
residing east of Arlington Avenue and
south of Hilltop School are in the test zone.
I'he fire department will be using Zone-
haven to manage the evacuation drill. The

See Evacuation, page 8
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KPOA Annual Meeting Set
for May 21

By Rob Firmin, President, KPOA

The Kensington Property Owners Association (KPOA) will hold its annual member-
ship meeting by Zoom on Saturday, May 21, 10am. Planned topics and expert speakers
include: LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission) Executive Officer Lou Ann
Texeirz on government reorganization into a single, efficient district; wildfire evacuation
planning and alerts with Fire Chief Michael Pigoni and Police Chief Mike Gancasz (plus
updates on their departments, Red Flag Day parking, and other security issues); wildfire
nisk i and Contra Costa County Supervisor
John Gioia on public paths, tree ordinance, and more. A link to the Zoom meeting and
an invitation to join KPOA as a member will be mailed to cach Kensington address.
You can also find the link and invitation on www.kpoa.net. The meeting 15 posted on the
Arlington signboard. All Kensingtonians are invited

Wildfire Preparedness Day

By Johnny Valenzucla, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator

The Kensington Fire Protection District will host the Kensington Wildfire Community
Preparedness Day on Saturday, May 7, from 1lam-Ipm, at Kensington Park. Kensington
vined by Red Cross, Contra Costa County CAER (Com-
v Response), East Bay MUD, Mobility Matters, Contrz
Costa County Health Services, Diablo Fire Safe Council, and more

police and firefighters will be

munity Awareness & Eme

Kids will have an opportunity to get up close and personal with our fire engine and

police squad with the touch-a-truck activity. Community members can visit organization

ergencies

ction District will have displays about local saf
irewise community pursuit

ources for home

such
will also be take
Community me g to get better connected to their
neighbors. The Kensington Fire Protection District is committed to helping improve
een neighbors to improve community resiliency. If you are inte

1g Or traiming opportunitics, that information will be available at thi:
at www kensingtonfire.org/event

Carnival

from front page

teacher appreciation events, Dads’ Club
work parties, gardening supplies and more.
After two years of carnival cancellations
due to the pandemic, our school community
is more than ready to come back with a
bang and make up for lost time—and funds!
‘We're counting down the days until we
can celebrate together, and it's sure to be a
wonderful time for all.

Check out the event webpage at http/kens-
ingtonhilltop.org/carnivall. We can't wat to see

Susan Morford. a Kensington Hilltop grand-
mother, made the grand prize quilt, *Windy Day"; 5
her team incluced Jernifer Ritter, Kin Foong, and  You there on May 14 at the 74th Annual Spring

Sherry Garcia. Photo by Eliza Sarasohn Carnival.

Letters
w.from page 3

Obviously, I am not a professional event organizer. Simply put, the situation in Ukraine
18 50 extreme that 1 just can't sit this one out. I'm hoping you feel the same way.

Before closing, there are already people to thank. One person stands out. [ would like
to personally thank Mr. Vladimir Putin, for creating the single most unifying political
cvent of my lifetime. Mr. Putin: Your actions have not only succeeded in uniting the
West and NATO, but are also providing our fractious community an excellent opportu-
nity to come together. We wouldn't be at this point without you!

Please note that cvents are evolving. [ expect some details will change.
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Get Prepared this September

By Johnny Valenzuela, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator

he Kensington Fire Protection District (KFPD) encourages all residents to participate
ver’s National Preparedness Month. Throughout the month of September,
ities and resources to improve emergency preparedness will be promoted

zrson. Eacl
2 Ke:

through print, online, and in week, a specilfic focus will be placed on vari-

ous topics related to the risks faci

Kensington's campaign prioritizes
Event (DWE), As a wildfire could 1
includes a Communication ‘Toolkit sy

gton and how to proactively respond
he concerns of a wildfire driven by a Diablo Wind
ely er a community evacuation, this campaign

ccific to Kensington, which will improve the com-

munity’s emergency response. You should have received a publication contain:
h was mailed to all residents to arrive late August. 1f it hasn’t arriy
ing vour mailbox

n is primarily informational, to help residents plan and prepare

for a wildfire and/or evacuation. CERT block coordinators will participate, and e
n information booth at the Farmers’” Market. You can also find infor-

mation at Kensington's markets and the Exxon statio
A challenge that we
tain habits during Diablo
. [or example,

on the Arlington
ts

i censinGTON
E—TENATIONAL

PREPAREDNESS
MONTHETET T

VANWRBNEGICNNrB N SepRembar

You may find benefits in

Il face is to break through |

nto your driveway from th

you're facing forward if you
exit quickly. Also, stagin,
an exit, such as a pet carrier and Ieash
1o efficiently

without having to scramble. Now i1s a
great time to plan for all those things
you won't have time to do during an
emergency.

KFPD directors strangly urge residents to visit www cwsalerts com ta register their

contact information stration cnables residents to receive emergency notifications
n (CWS). CWS is the pri-

mergency that may impact

acuation or oth

eparedness is in the spotlight for the month of September,
prepan :ss work 1n Kensington occurs year-round. In the most recent issuc of the Fir
Plug, we bring attention to the accomplishments made by the district, such as the instal-
lation of the new fire danger sign on the Arlin;
Peak, and steps made towards improving sa!
I'hese and other articles may he found by visiting the district website, www kens

C

on, fire surveillance cameras on Vollmer

fire.org.

The district now has a larger social media presence, too, whe
videos, and articles related to safety and emergency preparedt
Instagram_ Posts from ot
Wildfirc Report. You can find KFPD on both Instagram and Faccbook by
the account name, “KensingtonFPD™,

Mcanwhile, the I’D is collaborating with organizations across the community
to address a broad range of salety-related concerns. For example, Kensington police
and firefighters vis: v block parties on August 3 for National Night Out

d commi

This nationally re nt is held annually 1o strengthen relationships among citi-

zens and their public safety agencies. The general theme of the night was that everyone

can contribute to making Kensington safer, and there are many opportunities to promote
awareness and preparedness

To learn more ahout doing your part for Kensington, watch for messages and publica-
tions from the KFPD. You can also subscribe to receive emails directly from the KFPD

by visiting kensingtonfire.org or email firci@kens:

onfirc.org

Highlights from July Police Log

Hit & Run Collision On July 1 Lt. Harms was dispatched to the 200 block of
Colusa Avenue on a report of a hit and run collision that took place overnight.
During the investigation, it was determined the Hit & Run Collision took place
the night before at about 10:35 PM, when a white SUV type vehicle collided
with the parked vehicle and fled the scene towards El Cerritc without stop-
ping.

Possession of Narcotics Arrest On July 7, Officer Bang initiatec a traffic
enforcement stop in the 200 block of Arlington Avenue. During his stop, drug
paraphernglia was lccated, and the driver was subsequently arrested, At the
conclusion of the investigation, the driver was arrested for violation of Health
& Safety Code 11377{a)—Possassion of Narcotics and Health & Safaty Coce
11364{a)—Possessicn of Drug Paraphernalia

Non-Injury Traffic Collision On July 11, Officer Fajardo responded to a
s0lo vehicle, non-injury traffic collision. The driver backed cut of his driveway
and “jumped" the curb and got stuck on a steep incline. A tow truck was
needed, and the driver was issued a DMV Raquest for Regular Re-Examina-
tion of Driver form.

Possession of Narcotics Arrest On July 18, Officer Bang initiated a fraffic

downhill and into a residence, fiocding the house. At the conclusion, it was
detarminad the fire hydrant had been shearec off after a vehicle collided with
the hydrant. The investigation is ongeing.

Commercial Burglary On July 26, Officer Fajardo was dispatched to the
Colusa Market on a report of an alarm at the business. Cfficers responded,
set up a perimeter, and checked tha interior. At the conclusion of the invas-
tigation, it was determined that the cash registers had been pried open and
several items stolen from the business. The investigation is ongoing, and
Investigations is working leads and precessing evidence that was obtained at

the scene.

Stolen Vehicle & Recovered Stolen Vehicle On July 30, an anonymous
person called to complain about an illegally parked car in the 100 block of
Edgecroft Road. The vehicle was located and initially given a 72-hour notice
to move or it would be towed.

Officer Fodor drove to the registered owner’s house on the other side of the

district and confirmed the vehicle was an unreported stolen vehicle. The L

vehicle was entered
the vehicle.

by Cyru
By Linnea Due

On July 8, Mike Logan
five Kensington Police P
Tvices Districl
Logan volunteered to fil
Modavi, wha uncxpe
May 12.

In an interview Augus
the board in 2018, said
he had run on, which fo
the police department, h
wanted to see what I co
he said, explaining his
for the vacant seat. “The
that was not part of my
needs o be a full board:
there would be no tic
they cannot fit into the

Logan created special
films. Later he became:
entering my sixties,” he
work on films. ‘T'here h:
continue to do some fres

Logan served on the K
by board vote on Jan
directors,” Logan said
have. And the hours to d

Logan explained that b
investigate a particular
That person would rese
mittee, which would deb
board’s reasoning,” Logg

He noted that board
year to see how it was g
make good on that stat
the board | haven't addi
added, they wouldn’t
that committee had fina
good to have and o La

So far Logan, witha
been busy working
The CSDA requires dire
Records Act, Liability, F
need Lo be completed du
Speaial District Leades
first year,

But the cloud looming.
there once the renovatio
“It does make me wond
have two boards with
decision-making and o
board has said what the
sand.”
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Sticking Close to Home
During

OVID

We mn Kensington are fortunate to live near some of the most scenic and mteresting
sections of the Bay Trail, and I have long enjoyed riding my bike along the Emeryville
watcrfront, Alhany Bulb, and Richmond Marina Bay.

As the COVID-19 crisis worsened in Spring 2020, one of the ways I coped with the
Testrictions and worries was to jump on my bike and ride along the bay. It was during
those rides that | began paying attention to the Bay Trail signs one sees along its route.
With travel to distant places out of the question, I resolved to explore all the sections of
the Trail, which now has 350 miles leted but will lly ci igate San

Francisco and San Pablo bays and span 500 miles,

My ambition w bike all the way around both bays stems from a project T launched Tast
year to encourage people to explore more places on the Trail. I have been working asa
guide since 2015, and until the pandemic, I regularly led tours in places such as Oracle

Park, the Haight Ashbury, and our wonderful walking paths m Kensmgton. With the
pandemic, my
in-person tours
came 1o a halt,
But I adapted
quickly hy pre-
senting much
of my material
on Zoom. And
this led to my
launching a
monthly show
on Zoom called
Bay Trail Confi-
dential.

My first show
was overa
year ago, and
we have ended
up spotlight-
ing great places
along the Bay Trail, including our nearby Richmond waterfront, San Francisco's brand-
new Crane Cove Park, another terrific new public space in Oakland called Brooklyn
Basin, and. most recently, the intriguing and sometimes bizarre art found throughout the
Albany Bulb.

By the time I decided to circumnavigate the bay, I had visited all 350 miles of the
‘Irail, and | had good knowledge of what to expect. Most importantly, 1 understood that
significant gaps in the Trail remain and had a good sense of best ways (o navigale (hese
arcas and stay safe. I also decided that [ would return to Kensington after cach day’s ride
to keep my COVTD risks low and enjoy time with my wife Sarah. Fortunately, our arca
is very well served by public transportation, and I resolved to take advantage of this each
day to get to and from my route around the bay.

Tucsday, August 24 was the first day of the trip. T sct off from my house near Colusa
Circle and met up with a friend from Berkeley at Pt Tsabel Park along the Trail. Tn an
effort to stay hydrated and add a little challenge, I decided to count and photograph
all the drinking fountains T encountered on my route. On a recent visit to Pt Tsabel, T
noticed that their fountain was turned off. But when I arrived to start my trek, | found
that it was fixed, which I ook to be a good omen
1 trek took me 56 miles to the transit center in Napa. It included some beaut:-
1s of the Trail around Richmond, which believe it or not has 36 miles of Bay
Trail, making it the city with the most. At Pt. Piole, we found another working drink-
ing fountain but got detained by a slow-maoving freight train that crosses Atlas Rd. We
crossed the bike-friendly Zampa Bridge and had a lunch with fabulous views at the
charming marina in Vallcjo. I made a

Rocney Paul ook 2 selfie ar one of the 72 veater fountaing ne found asong the route.

because this is a gorgeous location that shouldn't be missed. I then continued over the

Golden Gate Bridge to end my 49-mule day at the Lmbarcadero BART station. On day
4, a Friday, T returned to San Francisco and rode from the Ferry Building to Millbrae,

where I took time to visit my father and recount some of my adventures so far.

The Peninsula turned out to e my least favorite section of the ride. Key sections of
the Bay 'I'rail there are currently closed as levee repairs are being made, and a sea wall
is being constructed to protect residences [rom sea level rise. As an experienced cyclist,
it’s my opinion that this part of the Bay Area has the least impressive bicycle infrastruc-
ture. T know many drivers complain about the things bicyelists do. But Thope they know
that many of us would be very happy not to ride many miles in their midst. The less
contact between cars and bikes, the better things are for everyone. Unfortunately, the
Peninsula is an area where staying away from cars is often impossible. So | was happy
to wrap up a 44-mile day in Redwood City and use Caltrain and BART to get home.

Day 5 was a Saturday and started off great. Friends visiting from my hometown of
Wilmington, DE were staying in Menlo Park, and T stopped at their AirBnB to enjoy a
terrific breakfast of bagels and coffee. The South Bay is another arca with wonderfully
scenic sections of the Bay Trail, and you often find yourself riding on levees where cars
are neither seen nor heard. ‘There are terrific views of Moffett Field and the historic
town of Alviso. I imagine many in Kensington have never visited these places, and I
strongly recommend that you take the time and go.

Tt was on this day that T literally ran into what T came to call Plan Bee. T had been
planning to put in a very long day and was thinking I might make it to the Oakland Air-
port, for a total of 70+ miles, my longest day. But riding through a business park near
Fremont with almost no one around, 1 felt something hit my lip and then a sharp sting.
The temperature was 95 degrees, and my walter supply was running low. I pulled over
and felt my lip start to get very large. Since 1 was by myself, I thought it prudent to call
my wife, When T told her what was going on, she urged me to call Kaiser, Their advice
was to call 911 and get transported to their ER as quickly as possible. This resulted in
my first-ever ambulance ride (which thankfully included my beloved bike) and an anti-
histamine shot that resolved things quickly but also required a couple hours on a gurney
for observation. My riding day was over, and T was compliant when my wife insisted T
let her and our friend Barbara pick me up and drive us home.

Later, T decided that the bee’s purpose was 1o urge me to slow down and enjoy the ride,
On my last day, 1 took BART to Milpitas and continued where my unexpected rendez-
vous had stopped me in my tracks. Tt was a gorgeous, cool morning and T found myself
ecstatically taking in the South Bay sights. My ride took me over the toll plaza for the
Dumbarton Bridge and into the Coyote Hills Regional Park. which was the [irst place
we spotlighted on Bay Trail Confidential and a spot T consider one of my favorites on the
Bay Trail. After taking a bike/pedestrian bridge over Hwy 92, T rode levee trails along
the water with abundant hird life but few people. I stopped for lunch at a friend’s office
in a hangar at the Oakland Airport and then continued on to the end, snapping a photo
of the 72nd drinking fountain of the trek at Berkeley's 'Tom Bates Sports Fields.

Unhecknownst to me, Sarah and Barbara were waiting for me at the Alhany Bulb to
celebrate my completion of the ride around the bay. They brought sparkling wine and
snacks, and we had a celebration. By chance, another friend was on the beach there, and
[ learned that she swims there every afternoon. Though tired at the end of a 61-mile day.
I enthusiastically mustered the energy to ride the final 2.5 miles back to Kensington.

| am workng to document the route I took, and my hope is to inspire others to orbit
the bay. Because Tuscd public transit, cach day’s ride can be donc as a point-to-point
ride that can be done with or without a car. My adventures along the Bay Trail since
the start of COVID have convineed me that there is a great deal for us to enjoy locally.
While traveling safely to distance places may again be possible, the threat posed by
carhon emissions is another reason to make the most of what we have right here.

My odyssey taught me some valuable lessons. I now make sure to ride with my ep1
pen so I'm ready for my next encounter with a stinging inseet. T also have a greater
appreciation of the network of public transit that’s at our disposal. And as much as ['ve
enjoyed living in the Bay Arca these past 35 years, my experience reinforced how lucky
we are to live in such a beautiful region with so many varied and interesting places
nearby.

I hope many of you can check out my Bay Irail Confidential program, which 1s
offered for [ree each month on Zoom. You can register, find recordings and other infor-
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Have You Done Your Homework?

By Johnny Valenzuela,
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator ﬁ KENSINCTON
In October, the Kensington Fire Protection District Rirspursadimsmoisiin)
(KFPD) published a Wildfire Preparedness Workbook and
mailed a copy to all Kensington residences. This work-
book provides residents with the tools nec
information and engage with the KFPD.
The publication has a Communication Toolkit. Fach of
the communication tools provides a unique asset to Kens-
ington. If you wonder why there are so many platforms
being used for communication, it's because cach platform
has unique benefits (and limitations) that the others don't
possess. Unfortunately, there is no single platform that is

ary to access

a one-stop shop; this is why we call it the Communication
‘Tool Kit. Much like a master carpenter needing many tools for a project, your success in
being well prepared and informed relies on how reliable and timely information is acces-
sible to you.

Kensington residents are encouraged to use their mobile devices and explore what is in
the Communication Toolkit. If you are not on the Nextdoor app. you may have missed
a post we published about QR Codes, what they are, and how they can be beneficial for
accessing information with ease. If you are not subscribed to district emails, you may
have missed the opportunity to hear updates related to the Public Safety Building reno-
vation.

Kensington residents have the opportunity to be the most informed community with
a high level of er ent with the KFPD. Take a second look through the Wildfire
Preparedness Workbook, and find all the action items for you to build your own Commu-
nication Toolkit. We look forward to engaging with you online!

If you have any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate to reach out to
Johnny Valenzuela jvalenzuela@kensingtonfire org

Classified
AdS

ABC GUITAR LESSONS FOR ALL AGES.
Vaceinated school music teacher. Berklee-
Boston graduate. Mark Sorensen - 510-207-5118

ACKLEY PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

ICES years experience makes
ive for clear com-
munication and follow-through.
Free estimates. License/i528381. Phone: 510-
220-4021, larryackleyl953@yahoo.com

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING.
Interior, exterior, walerproof contings, wood resto-
ration, color consultation. License #721226. Kens-
ingten references. 510-655-9267 for free estimate.

RRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top

ity, int/ext, A-l prep. for lasting finish,
. discount, fully ins., Lic. 639300, free
est.,, see display ad inside. 510-232.3340

AINCBUILD LOCALCONTRACTOR

1 434 years experience
remodeling/renovation with creative
solutions fer handicap accessibility, Kitchens,
baths, ADU. Lots of local references. Learn
more at www baywoodbuilding.com or Velp
Lic 357706-B Call Robert at 510-595-4231

FURNITURE: Repairs Reflinish Retrofit,
Sensible, lasting workmanship by 3rd gen-
cration fine furniture maker, Huttenio
Brooks. 510-526-4749. www.huttonio.com

HANDYMAN BRUCE, Small jobs and
repairs, fences, decks, painting, and
around the House repairs. Also replace
locks and locksmith repair. 510.528.3419

HELPING HANDS, PERSONALIZED
CONCIERGE SERVICES. Help around
your home to make things casier for you.
Organize, ecrrands, de-clutter, home
care. Ongoing or short term. Kensing-
ton resident, local references. Call to dis-
cuss your nceds. Peggy 510-735-6965

KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR - Kitch-
ens & baths, expert home repairs, painting,
waterproofing. Reliable. Lic#606634
Thomas Cuniff Construction 415-378-2007

MEDICARE INSURANCE: Independent
Agentspecializing in Medicare plansg
contact Martha LaMair (CA 1ic#DE20665)
at 510-301-3313 www.lamairinsurance.com

PETER the PAINTER-Winter Special!
Get a free estimate from a Kensington
favorite. Int/Ext Lic.Ins.510-375-3913

PIANO LESSONS for beginners and interme-
diates in grades K-up in classical and some jazz.
§50./hr. Call Barb Foster 510-232-7128 El Cernto

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Quality
Hecadshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. Learn
more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Contact:
nan@nanphelps.com or phone 510-528-8845

WANTED: Looking for old whiskey hottles
Please contact Daniel 415-267-6191.

CLASSIFIED ADS Monthly Rates
$8.00 per line ($16.00 minimum). There
are 45 spaces per line. Count cach letter,
punctuation mark, and space between words.
Classified ad form available online at:
kensingtonoutlook.com or cmail:
advertising@kensingtonoutlook.
com. Completed classified ads must be
pre-paid (payable to KCC) and received
by the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Mail to: Kensington Outlook,
P.O. Box 2212, El Cerrito, CA 94530

Good News from the Library

By Kara Sheetz

Kensington Library is now offering Books for the Homebound! This is a free acces-
sibility and delivery program designed to help patrons who can no longer come into the
library on their own. If you, or someone you know, would benefit from home delivery of
the items available at the library, please contact library staff at 510-524-3043,

And even more good news: Kensington Library is looking for community volunteers!
Volunteers must be at least 16 years of age and show proof of vaccination. We are look-
ing for an art coordinator and a technology tutor. The art coordinator recruits local
artists and schedules regular art exhibits to be displayed in the quict reading arca. The
coordinator helps hang and remove each exhibit on a bi-monthly rotation schedule

Technology tutor: Are you comfortable using various devices to check email, download

e-books and e-audiobooks? Can you reset passwords and stream movies? You can be our
next library tech tutor! Secking someone for regular weekly tutoring sessions. Teens are

encouraged to apply.

If you would like to volunteer for cither position, please fill out the volunteer interest
form at ccclib.org, and contact Anasa Tatum at 510-524-3043 during library open hours

for more information.
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some extra miles by going around the peninsula that includes China Camp State Park
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Annual Property Inspections
Are Underway

The Kensington Fire Protection District
would like to remind all property own-
ers about upcoming annual inspections
for compliance to the KFPD’s Vegetation
Management Standards. In 2020, there
were almost 10,000 vegetation fires in the
State of California, many of them close to
Kensington. These incidents burned over
four million acres, damaged or destroyed
over 10,000 structures and accounted for 33 fatalities.
This year it appears our area will remain in extreme
drought conditions with only about 35% of the normal
rainfall at this point.

It is the property owners’ responsibility to maintain
their property year-round in compliance with the KF-
PD’s Vegetation Management Standards. The full stan-
dards can be found here, or visiting the KFPD website
at www.kensingtonfire.org and going to the SERVICES
menu tab.

The last page of the Standards includes a Fire Hazard
Reduction Checklist to assist you in ensuring your
property complies. Use the Checklist to walk around
your own property and assess it for compliance.

There is no need to contact us to inform us that your
property is or has been brought into accordance as we
make an attempt to inspect every property in the Dis-
trict to verify compliance with the Vegetation Manage-
ment Standards.

Remember, the threat of wildland fires and potential
catastrophic damage exists year around. As we move
into the peak fire danger season, we ask that you please
take the time to remove any fire hazard conditions you
find on your property and to maintain your proper-
ty free of fire dangers throughout the year. You can
avoid costly fees and abatement charges if the District
is forced to bring your property into compliance.

We thank you in advance for your cooperation with
the District’s fuel reduction program and contributing
to our efforts in making Kensington a more fire safe
community.
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New Fire Danger Sign Installed in Front of
the Public Safety Building

Last Fall the Fire District erected a Fire Danger sign on
the median strip near the PSB at 217 Arlington. Noti-
fications of low, medium, high, and extreme fire danger
are adjusted by our firefighters daily, and now viewed
by many hundreds of people who travel up and down
the Arlington each day, bringing additional awareness
all along our hilly corridor.

Fire Surveillance Cameras
Now on Vollmer Peak and %U‘rﬂ CCTV
Elsewhere —

During Diablo Wind Events (DWEs) a

wildfire in our heavily overgrown region could sweep
into Kensington from Tilden Park in a matter of min-
utes. Two video cameras were installed last year to
monitor wildfire on a 24/7 basis in Wildcat Canyon
and surrounding areas. Because there is no proven
automated method of detecting fire, a local group of
about 40 trained Kensington volunteers take turns
monitoring these cameras 24/7 during DWEs to pro-
vide an early warning to fire officials should a fire ig-
nite. Find out more about this group and volunteer to
help protect your neighbors at:
https://wildcatwatchgroup.blogspot.com.

The KFPD’s Emergency Preparedness Committee and
community volunteers are working to place additional
cameras to give more complete coverage of the Canyon
in time for this year’s fire season.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

KENSINGTON EVACUATION DRILL
SATURDAY APRIL 9th 2022

Kensington Evacuation Drill Planned for Saturday, April 9, 2022, 9:00 AM

On Saturday, April 9, Kensington Fire Protection District and Kensington Police Department will conduct an
evacuation drill. Our agencies will coordinate a test with the Contra Costa County Community Warning System
with a drilled response to a simulated wildfire originating in Tilden Park with a westward projection toward Kens-
ington.

This evacuation drill aims to educate the public in raising awareness for wildfire dangers, test the County Com-
munication Warning System, evaluate traffic flow on critical streets, and provide an opportunity for residents to
assess their readiness and resiliency.

The Kensington Fire Protection District has identified high-priority areas within Kensington and will work
with those areas to coordinate evacuation exercises. These high-priority areas face a higher threat due to several
variables such as limited access and proximity to wildland areas. For this evacuation drill, community members
residing east of Arlington Avenue and South of Hilltop School are in the test zone. The fire department will be
using Zonehaven to manage the evacuation drill. The zones targeted in this drill will be ECK-E007 and ECK-E008.

To find your zone, visit community.zonehaven.com and input your address.

What should Kensington residents expect to experience?

At 9:00 AM on Saturday, April 9, residents of Kensington Zone ECK-E008 will receive a message from Contra
Costa County Community Warning System ordering an immediate (safe and orderly) evacuation to the El Cerrito
Plaza BART Station to check-in with site volunteers. When residents arrive, they will provide volunteers with their
street name, and the simulation will be complete.

At 9:15 AM on Saturday, April 9, residents of Kensington Zone ECK-E007 will receive a message from Contra
Costa County Community Warning System to acknowledge receipt of the notification and shelter in place and
provide feedback on a short survey. Residents in ECK-E007 will not participate in the evacuation portion to El
Cerrito Plaza BART.

Because Kensington is an unincorporated part of Contra Costa County, all residents are strongly encouraged
to register with the County’s Community Warning System (CWS). Before the drill begins, residents wishing to
participate in the exercise must register with the Contra Costa County Community Warning System (CWS). Ad-
ditional information is available on the Kensington Fire Protection District website: www.kensingtonfire.org/drill.

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram.
© @kensingtonfpd
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KENSINGTON

Emergency Numbers

KENSINGTON EMERGENCY NUMBERS: A BRIEF GUIDE

Our instinct is to call 911 in case of emergency (Police or Fire). This is still the best option if you have a land line.
However, it may be less efficient to call 911 from cell phones because, depending on the type of phone and your
settings, your location may not be transmitted correctly, and our call may be routed to a distant agency (such as
the California Highway Patrol in Vallejo). It can take a while to get you rerouted, and that increases response times.

Simply put, the best option for cell phones is to use these emergency numbers below. Please enter them RIGHT
NOW into your phone contact lists and speed dials.

BEST OPTION FOR CELL PHONES

SCAN TO SAV FIRE/MEDICAL CALLS KENSINGTON POLICE

THE conTacT  925-033-1313 510-525-7573 THE CONTACT
TO YOUR PHONE TO YOUR PHONE
LAND LINES
DIAL 9-1-1
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY -
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF | |

COMMUNITY WARNING SYSTEM

Enter these numbers in your cell phones now! Remember to register with Contra Costa
County Community Warning System (CWS) to be notified during an emergency.

To register, visit www.cwsalerts.com/registration. Once you have registered, text your zip
code to “888777" using your cell phone.

KENSINGTON

www.kensingtonfire.org FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT E] @kensingtonfpd

KENSINGTON

Emergency Numbers

BEST OPTION FOR CELL PHONES

FIRE/MEDICAL CALLS KENSINGTON POLICE

925-933-1313 510-525-7573
LAND LINES

DIAL 9-1-1

Enter these numbers in your cell phones nowl Remember to
register with Contra Costa County Community Warning System
(CWS) to be notified during an emergency.

To register, visit www.cwsalertscom/registration. Once you
have registered, text your zip code to “888777" using your cell phone.

I(ENSINGTON f | |®]| @kensingtonfpd

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT  wWwwkensingtonfire.org
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PRINTED FLYERS

REGISTER FOR CWS ALERTS
visit: www.cwsalerts.com

SUBSCRIBE TO KFPD EMAILS
Scan the QR to send an email
request for email notifications.

f @kensingtonfpd

UPCOMING EVENTS

4/09

4/16

4/30

5/16

KENSINGTON

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

EVACUATION DRILL

Register for CWS Alerts before the drill, then visit
www.kensingtonfire.org/drill for additional information
about how to participate or how this impacts you.

CPR / FIRST AID TRAINING

Training will be hosted by El Cerrito Fire Department.

Please visit www.kensingtonfire.org for additional
information or call: 510-215-4450.

SHRED & MEDS COLLECTION

Paper Shredding and Pharmaceutical collection
held at the Kensington Library Parking Lot from
10:00am-1:00pm. Visit: www.kensingtonfire.org for
more information.

KENSINGTON HILLTOP CARNIVAL
Visit us at the annual carnival at Kensington Hilltop.

YOUR STREET
IS INCLUDED IN
A SIMULATED
EMERGENCY

KENSINGTON
EVACUATION DRILL

SAT, APRIL 9th, 9:00AM

www.kensingtonfire.org/drill

Invest 15 minutes in completing the prepared-
ness steps on the back of this door hanger.
Preparing for this evacuation drill also prepares
you for an actual emergency.

PREPARING IN PARTNERSHIP

KENSINGTON

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

READY, SET, GO!
Ready,

1. Register to receive emergency alerts.
Visit: www.cwsalerts.com.

2. Text your zip code to 888777 from your mobile
phone to receive Nixel Text Alerts.

3. Visit kensingtonfire.org/drill to read the evacua-
tion drill objectives and plan.

Encourage neighbors to register and particpate.

Set,

1. Have your Go Bag accessible.
2. Learn multiple evacuation route options.

Improve evacuation efficiency by adopting your
street’s car parking etiquette. Collaborate with your
neighbors to establish best practices.

GO!

1. On April 9th at 9:00 am, You will receive a mes-
sage from CWS. This message will include instruc-
tions specific to your street. Visit kensington-
fire.org/drill to see what you should expect.

2. After the evacuation drill, please complete the
online survey provided with the CWS alert. This
survey will give first responders valuable informa-
tion to improve emergency planning.

This drill is voluntary; however, participation is criti-
cal to planning for an emergency. We encourage
every resident to be aware of the Kensington Evacu-
ation Drill and the intent to increase preparedness
and resiliency in the community.

Please visit our library of preparedness resources:
www.kensingtonfire.org/prepare.

To subscribe for email Red Flag alerts and other
district-related messages, send a message to:

subscribe@kensingtonfire.org.




